Significance: Zaragozic acid C is an inhibitor of mammalian squalene synthase. The family of zaragozic acids has recently regained attention due to further biological activities, e.g. as antitumor agents or as inhibitors of Ras farnesyl protein transferase and dengue virus replication.
Comment: Gluconolactone-derived A was concisely elaborated into diketone G. An acylative sequence of a Norrish-Yang cyclization and oxidative cleavage yielded I. Acid-catalyzed rearrangement revealed the characteristic highly oxygenated bicyclic core that was further transformed into zaragozic acid C. 
